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Aims and Scope  
 
The Journal will publish high-quality peer-reviewed articles addressing the biology and application of RNA 
interference and gene silencing in all systems. The Journal aims at providing an efficient route to fast-track 
publication, within 10-12 weeks of manuscript submission if accepted. Furthermore, manuscripts will be made 
available online in their final form generally within two weeks of acceptance. 
 
The Journal will be primarily published online but on sufficient demand for printed version journal hard copies may 
also be provided to individuals and institutions. 
 
Manuscripts in the following categories will be considered for publication: reviews and mini-reviews, research 
articles and short research reports, new methods and technologies, opinions on previously published literature, 
letters to the editor, meeting reports and commercial, patent and product news (inquiries to the Editor). 
 
The general areas covered by the Journal include: 
 
• Biology of RNA interference and gene silencing in all systems: The role of protein components of the RNA 

interference machinery, siRNAs, microRNAs and other regulatory small RNAs 
• Application of RNA interference and gene silencing approaches: gene function analysis, drug target discovery and 

validation, therapeutic development, plant improvement and other biotechnological applications 
• Technical and methodological advances in application, design/selection, production, chemical modification and 

exogenous and endogenous delivery of small interfering RNAs 
• Transposon-mediated gene silencing and functional studies 
• Genetic approaches to gene targeting and therapy 
• Conventional antisense reagents, including antisense oligonucleotides, ribozymes and deoxyribozymes 
 
Authors from laboratories with limited resources from developing countries are particularly welcome and will 
receive discount on publication charges. 
 
General Information 
 
Submission of a manuscript to the Journal implies that no part of the manuscript has been previously published in 
any language in a permanent archive, or the whole manuscript or any part of the manuscript is being considered 
for publication by another journal, or it violates anyone’s copyrights or any other rights. Reproduction of tables 
and figures from previously published articles must accompany written permission from the copyright holder(s) 
and should be provided at the time of manuscript submission. Submission of preliminary or inconclusive data is 
strongly discouraged. However, authors reporting high-impact conclusive preliminary data leading to the opening 
of new research fields are welcomed. Authors must also submit any closely-related manuscripts in press or 
submitted for publication to another journal. The corresponding author is responsible for obtaining permission of 
manuscript submission from all co-authors, and for ensuring that all co-authors are in complete agreement with 
the contents of the manuscript and its authorship. It is also assumed that authors have complied with all ethical 
and privacy guidelines and/or legislation concerning the submitted work – particularly related to the use of human 
or animal subjects and cloning research. If the work is multidisciplinary, all collaborators must ensure that they 
have appropriate measures in place to check the accuracy of their part of the data. The corresponding/senior 
author has the overall responsibility for the accuracy of the data presented in the manuscript. However, each 
author also has direct responsibility for the contents of the paper. Editors have the right to accept or reject an 
article, solely on merit. 
 
Submission of a manuscript to the Journal implies that the author(s) fully agree to and understand the terms and 
conditions, and accept the policies of the Journal described under the Information for Authors at the time of 
manuscript submission. 
 
Publication in the Journal implies that authors are prepared to provide, at reasonable costs, on request any 
reported strains, cell line, clones, molecules, etc., developed in their laboratories that are not commercially 
available, to colleagues in other academic, medical and non-profit research institutions. 
 
Authors may also consult the uniform guidelines on the various ethical issues, the use of units of measurement, 
abbreviations and symbols, etc., set out by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors on 
http://www.icmje.org. 
 
Preparation of Manuscripts 
 
Manuscripts should be written in simple, concise and grammatical English (Either UK or US spellings but not a 
mixture), within the size limits specified for each type of article, prepared according to the guidelines below. The 
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manuscripts should be written for a worldwide readership including many in non-English speaking countries. 
Authors whose first language is not English must have their manuscripts proofread by other colleagues. 
 
Prepare main text in a standard PC-compatible word processing program (e.g., Microsoft Word) using Times New 
Roman font size 12, double-spaced throughout and submit as .doc, .rtf or .pdf file.  
 
Provide unjustified text and inactivate auto-hyphenation. DO NOT embed figures, tables or any other non-textual 
features or footnotes in the main text body. Figures and table may be added at the end of the manuscript text.  
 
Greek and other special characters may be used but these should be inserted in the text (e.g., using the ‘Insert 
>> Symbol’ menu in Microsoft Word) and not by changing English characters into ‘Symbol’ font which may be lost 
during subsequent file processing. DO NOT USE 'SYMBOL' FONT.  
 
Ideally, articles should be contained within the following limits:- 
 
Article Type Words Refs Figs/Tables 

Reviews 5000 75 6 

Mini-reviews 3000 50 4 

Full Research Articles 4000 50 6 

Short Research Reports 2500 25 4 

New Technologies and Methods 2500 25 4 

Opinions and Letters 800 6 2 

Meeting Reports 1000 6 2 

News 500 3 2 

 
Articles should be organised into the following sections:-  
 
Reviews and Mini-reviews 
 
• Title Page  
• Abstract and Keywords  
• Introduction  
• Main text, divided into subheadings  
• Conclusions  
• Acknowledgements  
• Statement of Competing Interests  
• List of Abbreviations  
• References  
• Figure Legends  
• Tables  
 
 

Research Articles (full and short)  
 
• Title Page  
• Abstract and Keywords  
• Introduction  
• Materials and Methods  
• Results  
• Discussion  
• Conclusions  
• Acknowledgements  
• Statement of Competing Interests  
• List of Abbreviations  
• References  
• Figure Legends  
• Tables

 
New Methods/Technologies Articles should also be arranged as above. However, considerably greater detail of 
the experimental procedures should be provided than would normally be given for a research article. 
 
Opinions, Letters, Meeting Reports and News should not be divided into subheadings. Full contact details of 
all authors, including mailing address, telephone number, fax and email should be provided. 
 
Sections of Manuscript 
 
Title Page: The title page should provide (i) manuscript title, (ii) full names of all authors, (iii) institutional 
addresses of all authors, (iv) name, address, telephone, fax and email of the corresponding author and (v) 
running title of no more than 50 characters, excluding spaces. 
 
Abstract and Keywords: The abstract should be comprehensive but concise consisting of no more than 300 
words and should be structured to give a brief introduction to the study, main findings of the study, conclusions 
drawn from the study and their significance. Do not include references, headings and non-standard abbreviation. 
Also provide 5-7 carefully chosen keywords. 
 
Introduction: Here authors should make a case for the study, providing a brief literature survey (avoid citing 
literature older than five years) and background to the study, the hypothesis and the significance of the presented 
research. 
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Materials and Methods: Experimental procedures should be given in sufficient detail to allow these to be 
replicated by other researchers. The source of the various reagents and materials used in the study should be 
given, where possible. 
 
Results: Results should be presented in a logical fashion avoiding repetition of the data and excluding material 
suitable for Discussion, unless the two sections have been combined. Data suitable for presentation in the form of 
a table or a figure should not be included in the main text. 
 
Discussion: This section should present comprehensive analysis of the results in the light of any previous 
research. Discussion may also be combined with results. 
 
Conclusions: Here provide main conclusions of the study, preferably in bulleted form. 
 
Acknowledgements: The authors should first acknowledge the source of funding for the research presented in 
their article followed by any personal credits. 
 
Statement of Competing Interests: Include an explicit disclosure of any competing interests (financial or 
others) that may have influenced the study or the conclusions drawn from the study. If none, state 'the authors 
have no competing interests'.  
 
List of Abbreviations: Define all non-standard abbreviations in parenthesis on their first appearance in the text 
as well as provide a list. Standard abbreviations need not to be included in the list.  
 
References: Authors must ensure that all references are cited accurately and those in the main text body are 
also included in the list of references and vice versa. Standard abbreviations should be used for journal names.  
References older than five years should only be cited if absolutely necessary.  
 
Personal communications should be cited as sparingly as possible and where used should be accompanied by 
written authorisation from the provider of the information. Manuscripts in preparation or submitted for publication, 
but not yet accepted, should only be included in the main text as 'in preparation' or 'submitted'. 
 
In the main text, cite references in chronological order. Separate two or more citations by a semicolon and append 
a lowercase letter to the year to distinguish between two or more citations from the same authorship, in the order 
in which they appear in the list of references. Cite the references using the following format:- 
 
• Two authors: (Linxa and Brownee, 2000)  
• More than two authors: (Linxa et al, 2000)  
• Articles in press: (Linxa and Brownee, in press)  
• Personal communication or unpublished data: (JK Linxa and EGN Brownee, personal communication or 

unpublished data)  
• In preparation or submitted manuscript: (Linxa JK and Brownee EGN, in preparation or submitted)  
 
In the list, the references should be given in an alphabetical order in the following format: 
 
Journal Article 
 
• Two authors: Linxa JK and Brownee EGN. 2000. Molecular basis of spindle formation. J Adv Mol Cell Sci, 5, 221-230.  
• Three authors: Linxa JK, Smythen TCA and Brownee EGN. 2000. Molecular basis of spindle formation. J Adv Mol 

Cell Sci, 5, 221-230.  
• More than six authors: Linxa JK, Smythen TCA, Brownee EGN et al. 2000. Molecular basis of spindle formation. 

J Adv Mol Cell Sci, 5, 221-230.  
 
Book Chapter 
 
• Linxa JK and Brownee EGN. 2000. Molecular Basis of spindle formation. In: Smythen TCA and Tubber BCN (Eds) 

Advances in Molecular Biology of Cell Division, Publisher, City, Country, Edition, pp 221-230.  
 
Book 
 
• Smythen TCA. Advances in Molecular Biology of Cell Division, Publisher, City, Country, Edition.  
Articles in Press 
 
• Linxa JK, Smythen TCA, Brownee EGN et al. 2000. Molecular basis of spindle formation. J Adv Mol Cell Sci, in 

press.  
 
Figures Legends: Figure legends should be comprehensive but concise and should not duplicate information 
given in the main text, and should be included in the main text file after References. 
 
Figures/Line Drawings: These must be prepared electronically (most preferably in Adobe Illustrator) in actual 
publication size and provided in .jpg, .eps, .tif, or .pdf format. Single column figures (ca. 8 cm wide) are most 
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preferable unless such dimensions seriously impair quality and make data difficult to follow. At the initial 
manuscript submission stage, combine all figures into a single file (e.g., a Word, PowerPoint or a .pdf file). Figures 
will be published in the size provided by the authors unless otherwise agreed. For labelling figures use Verdana or 
Arial font size 8 or larger. Label parts of figures with capital letters (Verdana or Arial font size 10, bold). High 
quality figures may be required at the publication stage. 
 
Colour figures are welcomed for online publication, however, the costs incurred to print hardcopy reprints of 
coloured pages will be borne by the authors, and unless critical for understanding of the data may not be 
reproduced as colour in hardcopies of the Journal (if any).  
 
A charge will be made to authors if figures or line drawings are of insufficient quality and standard and have to be 
re-drawn by the Publisher. Authors are notified of this at the time of manuscript revision. 
 
Tables: Large tables are discouraged unless they are vital for proper tabulation and understanding of data. 
However, tables must not be larger than a single page. Tables should complement, but not repeat, information 
given in the main text. Each table should be given on a separate page with a comprehensive but concise legend on 
the top. Give appropriate units for each column, where possible, and define any abbreviations in footnotes. 
 
Sequence Information 
 
Submit DNA/protein sequences to appropriate databases and provide electronic link to the specific databases and 
the accession numbers of the submitted sequences. 
 
Copyright Permissions 
 
Please ensure that you have obtained permission for reproduction of any previously published figures, tables, any 
other objects or textual materials included in your manuscript from the original copyright owner. Such 
responsibility lies entirely with the authors and the Publisher or the Journal will not be liable for infringement of 
anyone’s copyright or other rights by the authors. 
 
Cover Page Art 
 
Authors may submit with the manuscript an attractive and scientifically appealing figure for front page of the 
Journal. The figure may not necessarily be from their article, however, it should be related to the general theme of 
the Journal. Also, include a brief description of the figure in non-specialist language (no more than 100 words). 
 
How to Submit  
 
Before submitting an article, authors must read copyright information. Submission of an article to the Journal 
implies that authors have read and fully agree to the terms and conditions under the Information for Authors at 
the time of manuscript submission. 
 
All manuscript and supporting documents should be submitted electronically by email to the Journal Editor. 
The corresponding authors should submit manuscript in .doc, .rtf or .pdf format and may combine text, tables and 
figures into a single file. Name the manuscript and all supporting files using first author’s last name. If the files 
are too large for a single email transmission, divide into smaller files and describe the sequence of files in 
accompanying email. Provide any signed supporting documents as scanned images or with electronic signatures, 
such as, pages 3 and 4 of Manuscript Submission Form, copyright permissions, letter of financial hardship, etc. 
Original document(s) will be requested at the final publication stage. Contact your Journal Editor in the first 
instance, should you have any problem in submitting your manuscript or should you have any other queries. 
 
Covering Letter 
 
The corresponding author should include a covering letter explaining why their article is suitable for publication in 
this journal, describing major/novel findings of the research and their significance. Completed Manuscript 
Submission Form should also be submitted. Also: 
 
• Provide full names and contact details of all authors of the manuscript, including their mailing addresses, 

telephone numbers, fax and email.  
• State if you are asking for reduction of publication charges. Include a letter of support from your head of 

department or your institutional finance officer.  
• Explain with reasons if your manuscript merits express review.  
 
Final Checklist 
 
• Attach the following files with your email: 
• Manuscript text file  
• Tables and figures  
• Manuscript Submission Form 
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• Covering letter signed by the corresponding author on behalf of all authors  
• Signed pages 3 and 4 of Manuscript Submission Form 
• Signed copyright permission letter(s) (if any)  
• Signed letter of financial support from the head of department or the finance officer (if any)  
• Any other supporting document(s) 
 
Publication Charges 
 
Submission of articles to the Journal is free. However, for accepted articles there is an article processing charge to 
cover production and administrative costs (that would otherwise be recovered through journal sales and 
subscriptions for a restricted access journal). Solicited articles may be published at a reduced charge or even free 
of cost in rare cases. Authors belonging to non-commercial academic and health institutions from developing 
nations (click here to see a list of eligible developing countries) lacking sufficient research support funds will 
receive particular consideration. Requests for charge reduction or waiver must be accompanied by a letter of 
support from your head of department or the finance officer of your institution. Please send such request to the 
Editorial Office at the time of manuscript submission. Nonetheless, only the quality of a manuscript and not the 
authors’ ability to pay publication charges is the criterion for publication, since the reviewers do not have access 
to such information. Furthermore, our open access publishing charges are highly-competitive and are there only to 
make the journal publishing self-sustainable and progressive. 
 
Authors may pay a single charge for free worldwide online access to their article(s) at one of the following rates:- 
 
A List Countries: GB £100 per article 
 
B List Countries: GB £150 per article 
 
Rest of the World: GB £275 per article  
 
Please visit the website for complete listing of A and B List Countries. 
  
The above charges are valid for articles in the category of reviews and mini-reviews, research articles and short 
reports, and new methods and technologies, within the recommended size limits (see Preparation of Manuscripts). 
Longer articles will be charged at £50 per every additional 400 words (or a fraction), per extra figure or table, or 
per every ten extra references (or a fraction), regardless of the geographical location of the authors. 
 
Other types of articles, such as news, opinions, letters, meeting reports and editorials will be charged at GB £50 
(A List), GB £75 (B List) and GB £125 (Rest of the World) per journal page, or a fraction of a page (maximum GB 
£275) (guide: ca. 800 words per page, excluding figures or table). 
 
Review Process 
 
Before publication each manuscript submitted to the Journal undergoes a thorough and rigorous peer-review. Final 
acceptance for all manuscripts is based on quality, impact and originality of research. We aim to complete the 
whole review process within 15 days. To expedite the review process, authors are encouraged to suggest up to six 
expert reviewers (provide full contact details and email addresses) for their manuscript and may also request a 
specific individual to be excluded from the review process (based on conflict of interest). Suggested reviewers 
should not be past or present research collaborators of any of the authors and should not be from the authors’ 
host institutions. The Editors will give consideration to the authors’ suggestions; however, their decision to choose 
or exclude a referee is independent of these suggestions and is final. 
 
Manuscript review is undertaken in the following steps:  
 
• Each manuscript undergoes an initial internal editorial review to ensure that the manuscript meets the scope and 

the style of the Journal. The authors are notified of the outcome within 24-48 hours of manuscript submission.  
 
• Manuscripts that do not conform to the scope or style of the Journal, are of insufficient interest and quality, or 

those that are not clearly written, are either rejected or are returned to the authors for a further revision.  
 
• On passing the internal editorial review, the manuscripts are sent to 2-4 independent external expert reviewers.  
 
• Once all referees have returned their reports, a decision to accept, reject or revise a manuscript is made based 

on the referee's comments and the editorial judgment.  
 
• If applicable the authors are conveyed the reviewers’ comments and asked to answer any criticisms. In the case 

of substantial criticisms by a referee, the article may be sent back to the concerned referee for a second review. 
 
• Best efforts are made to evaluate arguments given by the referees and the authors before reaching a final 

decision which rests with the Editor and is made as rapidly as possible.  
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Express Review 
 
Only under exceptional circumstances, if the authors have compelling reasons that their manuscript merits 
immediate publication, it is possible to arrange a rapid review of the manuscript within 5 days. Please make a 
case for this in the covering letter. 
 
Copyright Information  
 
Copyright Permissions: Authors submitting articles to the Journal are responsible for obtaining permissions for 
reproduction of any previously published figures, tables, any other objects or textual materials included in the 
manuscript from the original copyright owners. They should submit any copyright or other permission at the time 
of article submission. Failure to do so could lead to a delay in publication of accepted articles. The Publisher or the 
Journal will not be liable for infringement of anyone’s copyright or other rights by the authors. A wilful neglect of 
copyright by the authors may lead to retraction of their article.  
 
Copyright Ownership of Published Articles: Authors retain copyright of their published articles. However, they 
will be required to grant an unrestricted worldwide licence allowing anyone to copy, print and distribute their work 
in a lawful manner, for non-commercial purposes only, except that the users fully and appropriately acknowledge 
the original source of publication as the Journal of Molecular and Genetic Medicine and the authorship of the work 
with correct citation details. In addition, the authors will also be required to grant an unrestricted, exclusive, 
royalty-free licence to Library Publishing Media and its any successors to store, print, copy and distribute their 
article(s) in any form – printed, electronic or any other media invented hereafter, for the entire period of the 
copyright and its any extensions. Authors will also be required to give an exclusive, royalty-free licence to Library 
Publishing Media and its any successors to transfer any permissions to a third party to store, print, copy and 
distribute their article(s) in any form – printed, electronic or any other media invented hereafter, for the entire 
period of the copyright and its any extensions. 
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